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SIR, 


| R. Fr— having thought fit to chuſe a new way of Anacking 
Mr. B—, which no Man would betake himſelf to, that di 


dot truſt more to the Strength of his Party, than his Argu- 
ments; I ſhall, in Compliance with your Deſire, make a 3 
few obvious Remarks on this Diſhonourable Method of Treating his Op- Y 
| rut 


nent; wherein it will appear, That his and Sincerity are of a 


Piece with his Fudgment and Charity. | | | x 
For thoſe Paſſages which Mr. Fr— has fairly Collected out of P—s Wri- - 
tings, he would do well to Publiſh another Book to ſne the World where- 
in the Scurrility and Abuſiveneß of em lies: For if bare Reaſoning againſt 
Juch Things in the Eftabliſh'd Church, as are the chief Occaſions and 

. Grownds:of Diſſent from it, without uſing any other Expreſſions than are 


needful to ſer the Arguments in a true Light, mult Right or Wrong paſs | 
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for Abuſive Scurrility, the Diſſenters are in a very hard Caſe ; and muſt 


either be ſilent under perpetual Accuſations, or have their neceſſary 


Se -Defence made a Crime. Bur ſince the Eſtabliſh'd Church has in her 


Articles diſclaim'd any Pretence to Infallibility, it would very ill become 
one of Her Inferior Clergy to endeavour to ſet up an Inquiſition-Tribunal; 
eſpecially when he has not Judgment enough to diſtinguiſh between 
Reaſon and Railing, but takes it for an unpardonable Scurrility to find the 
leaſt Fault, not only-with any thing in the Church, but even with ſo 
inconſiderable a Member of it as himſelf. And therefore Mr. Fr— would 
have much better conſulted his Credit, by ſolidly Refuting the Argu- 
ments contained in thoſe Paſſages, than by barely Tranſcribing them : 
For I ſuppoſe, none will give him any Thanks for Muſtering up fo 


many plauſible Arguments for the Cauſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, with- 


out offering one Syllable in Anſwer to em. But to ſave himſelf the La- 
bour of that, he ſeems deſirous they ſhould be Anſwer'd the ſhortezt May. 

But there are ſeveral Paſſages Cited in that Collection as Mr. B—'s, which 
Mr. Fr— is deſired at his Leiſure to clear his own Sincerity in; becauſe 
they carry a ſhrewd Appearance of very unfair Dealing. I ſhall content 
my ſelf with obſerving a few Iuſtances of that kings 

Mr. Fr— in his, Ch. I. Numb. 14. Cites theſe Words relating to the 
Spiritual Courts being entruſted with the Sentence of Excommunication in 


reference to all the Cauſes that come before em, That thereby rhe moſt 
2, ul Judgment upon Earth 2 like to be made an ordinary Proceſs „ fo Lacquey up 


and down for Fees. 

This he makes to be one of Mr. B—'s Scurrilous and Abuſive Reflections; 
whereas in Truth, thoſe are not Mr. B—'s, but my Lord Bacon's Ex- 
preſſions, and are Cited by Mr. B— as his, and the Book refer'd to in 
the Margin wherein they are to be found : So that my Lord Bacon, and 


not Mr. B—, is anſwerable for the pretended Scurriliry of them. 


In the ſame Ch. I. Numb. 18. Mr.Fr— Cites this Paſſage out of Mr. B—'s 
Vindic. of Mr. Osb. (Printed 1689) as a Scurrilous and Abuſive one. 
* How ſoon might the Honour of our Nation revive, and our Arms be- 


come a Terror to our Enemies abroad, by an eaſie y over thoſe 


* at home [i. e. the Facobites in Great-Brittain, and the Iriſh Papiſts then 
in Rebellion, ] if Abilities for Service, and a ſteddy Zeal for the Pro- 
* teſtant Religion and the preſent Government, werè the only Standard 
of ſuch as are admitted to Civil and Military Imployments: All other 
narrow Politicks will but hazard our Ruin, becauſe they will but di- 
vide, and ſo weaken us. E il ait l 

Now I would fain know of Mr. Fr—, for what good Reaſon he was, 
pleas'd to leave out thoſe Remarkable Words that occurr before the laſt 


Sentence : | For that Maxim of hs Maier garties its own convincing” Evi- 
dence along with it, That the employing a 5 e Subjects in his Service 
will lay the beſt Foundation of Union a | Eien, And all other, Se] 


This CIuſe, which he omits, refers th chelate. } ng WILLIAM's, Speech 


to his firſt Parliament; wherein (he ſaith,) © He bop'd they would leave 
© Room for the Admiſſion 7 all Proteſtants that were able and willing to ſerve bim; 
* © which was a thing would tend to the better Uniting em among themſelves and 
© the ſtrengtbening em againſt their common Adverſaries, Now ſince Mr. P—$ 
Words contain nothing in em, but what the late King had fo ublickly 
declar'd to be his Senſe in that Matter; Mr. Fr— ſhould either have 
forborn the Branding em for Scurrilom and Abuſive, or involv'd the late 
King in the ſame Cenſure: But he had ſo much Wit in his Anger, as to 
foreſee that would ill agree with the Veneration he pretends for the 
Glorious Memory of that Prince; and therefore he wiſely, thd6 not very 
fairly, dr = that part of the Paragraph. | | 
Nay, if he make theſe Expreſſoms. and the re# relating to the ſame 
Subject, Ch. I. Numb. 17, 18, 20. Scurrilous and Abuſive ones, I would 
deſire him to conſider how far the Charge may extend: For I find that 
when, purſuant to that fore- mention'd Speech of the late King WILLIAM, 
a Clauſe was propos'd to be added to the Bill for Abrogating the Oaths of Al- 
legiance, & c. and Appointing other Oaths, importing, That any Man ſhould be 
* ſufficiently Qualify'd fer any Office, &. who receiv'd the Sacrament 
either according to the Uſage of the Church of England, or in any other 
: * Congregation, &c. The Queſtion being put, Whether ſuch a 
Clauſe ſhould be part of the Bill? It paſſed in the Negative; But the 
following Lords enter'd their Diſſent in the Reaſons following. | 
1. © Becauſe it gives a great part of the Proteſtant Freemen of England 
* reaſon to complain of Inequality and hard Uſage, when they are ex- 
| © cluded from Publick Imployments by Law. And alſo becauſe it de- 
* prives the King and Kingdom of divers Men fit and capable to ſerve 
© the Publick in ſeveral Stations, and that for a meer Scruple of Conſci- 
*©.ence, which can by no means render em ſuſpected, much leſs diſaf- 
* fected to the Government. | 
2. © Becauſe his Majeſty, as the common and indulgent Father of his 
People, having expreſs'd an earneſt deſire of Liberty for tender Conſci- 
© ences to his Proteſtant Subjects: And my Lords, the Biſhops havin 
* divers of *em on ſeveral Occaſions, profeſſed an Inclination to, «a | 
© own'd the reaſonablneſs of fuch a Chriſtian Temper ; We apprehend ic 
* will raiſe Suſpicion in ſome Mens Minds of ſomething elſe than Care 
* of Religion or the Publick, and different from a Deſign to heal our 
© Breaches, when they-find, that by confining Secular Imployments to - 
* Eccleſiaſtical Conformity, thoſe are ſhut out from Civil Affairs whoſe 
© Doctrine and Worſhip may be Tolerated by Authority of Parliament; 
© there being a Bill before ns, by Order of the Houſe to that purpoſe : 
© Eſpecially when without this excluſive Rigor, the Church is ſecur'd in 
*all * Priviledges and Preferments, no body being hereby let into em 
ho not ſtrictly conformable. 1 0 
3. Becauſe to ſer Marks of Diſtinction and Humiliation on any fort 
© of Men who have not rendred 1 juſtly ſuſpected to the Govern- 
n A 2 er 


—— — ——— 


(4) 
© ment, as it is at all times to be avoided by the Makers of juſt and equi- 
© table Laws; ſo may it be particularly of ill Effect to the Reformed 
© Intereſt both at Home and Abroad in this preſent Conjuncture, which 
© ſtands in need of the united Hands and Hearts of all Proteſtants, againſt 
© the open Attempts and ſecret Endeavours of a reſtleſs Party, and a potent 
Neighbour, who is more Zealous than Rome it ſelf, to P ant Popery in 
© theſe Kingdoms; and labours with the utmoſt force to ſettle his Tyran- 
— * ny upon — Ruins of the Reformation all thro Europe. 
4. © Becauſe-it turns the Edge of a Law (we know not by what Fate) 
© upon Proteſtants and Friends to the Government, which was intended a- 
© gainſt Papiſts, to exclude them from Places of Truſt, as Men avowed- 
© Iy dangerous to our Government and Religion. And thus the taking 
© the Sacrament which was enjoyn'd as a Means only to diſcover Papiſts, 
* is now made a diſtinguiſhing Duty among Proteſtants to weaken the 
* whole, by caſting off a part of them. | | 
F. © Becauſe Myſteries of Religion and Divine Worſhip are of Divine 
© Original, and of a Nature ſo wholly diſtin& from the Secular Affairs of 
© Politick Society, that they cannot be applied*to thoſe Ends. And there- 
* fore the Church by the Law of the Goſpel, as well as common Pru- 
dence, ought to take care, neither to o end tender Conſciences with- 
bin it ſelf, nor give offence to thoſe without, by mixing their Sacred M- 
*feries with Secular Intereſts. 
+... 6, © Becauſe we cannot ſee how it can conſiſt with the Law of God, 
© Common Equity or the Right of any free-born Subject, that any one be 
© puniſhed without Crime. If it be a Crime not to take the Sacrament 
* according to the uſage of the Church of England, every one ought to be 
© Puniſh'd for it, which no body Afﬀirms. If it be no Crime, thoſe who 
© are capable and judg'd fit for Imployments by the King, ought not to 
© be puniſh'd with a Law of Excluſion, for not doing that which *cis no 
Crime to forbear. | "SM 
If it be urg'd ſtill as an Effectual Teſt to keep out Papiſts, the taking 
the Sacrament in theſe Proteſtant Congregations where they are Mem- 
bers, and known, will be at leaſt as effectual to that Purpoſe. 
Subſcribed, Oxford, J. Lovelace, Wharton, Mordant, R. Mountague, 
7 1451. V. Paget. | Ty 
So that if Mr. F.— will advance the Charge of Scurrility againſt thoſe 
f Expreſſions of Mr. B—'s in the Paſſages referr'd to, he'lllee that Mr. B 
| will have the Honour to ſuffer in very good Company. For he has on- 
ly briefly touch'd on thoſe Reaſons againſt the Sacrament-Teſ, whicli thoſe 
Noble Lords have fo excellently enlarg'd upon. And its evident, That 
they are much ſtronger againſt any Sacrament Teſt being continued in Ire- 
lantl,, where the whole Proteſtant Intereſt (thro''the great Diſprœrtion 
Which the Number of Iriſh Papiſts bears, to that of all ProteſtantFput to- 
gether) is more viſibly: endanger d b it, then it'cou'd be in England. = 
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Again, Mr. Fr— Chap. II. Numb. 1: Produces the followi 
Scarrilous and Abuſive Reflection on, the Canons of the abliſh urch. 
Does he (i. e. the Biſhop) mean an Unity in Human unneceſſay Ca- 
© nons,that ſhall reduce all true Chriſtians to an exact Uniformity in the 
External Modes of Religion? This is an Unity never to be effected, 
for the thing is morally impoſſible, or contrary to the Apoſtles Directi- 
© on. Let. p. 12. And afterwards. Fox any Single Perſon or Collective 
© Body of Paſtors to preſcribe other Terms of Unity to the Catholick 
© Church then Chriſt has done, is not only an Uſurpation of his Legiſla- 
© tive Power, but one of the moſt effectual Methods that Hell has fund 
© out to raiſe Schiſms and Diviſions in it, and thereby to deſtroy Chriſti- 
© an Love. And he that knows not how fatal an Engine the needleſs. 
© and corrupt Impoſitions of Ambitious Prelates and their Councils, has 
© been above theſe 1300 Years to deprave and tear the Chriſtian Church, 
© under pretence of reducing it to an impoſſible Uniformity, is either a 
© Stranger to Church-Hiſtory, or has too deep a Tincture of that wretch- 
© ed Pride and Ignorance that has animated Patriarchs and Popes. Letter 
; 83 „ * 

, To ſhew, How groſly Mr. Fr— has Abus'd Mr. B—, I muſt defire vou 
to turn tg 4p 11. Where this Q. is propos'd by Dean Many (then new- 
ly turn'd Papiſt.) Wbether by the Catbolicł Church be meant the variety of. all 
Proteſtants, ſince they want her eſſential Mark Unity? Wa 
Mr. B— there for the preſent wholly waves Mr. King's Anſwer to the 
Queſt ion, and gives this as his own Anſwer to it, That all the Reformed Church- 


Words as 2 


es whoſe publick Confeſſions of Faith are extant, are true parts of the Catholick 


rere And in Defence of that Aſſertion he thus Reaſons with Dean 
Manby. To | | 


If D. A. ask, Where is the eſſential Mark of the Catholick Church, 


viz, Unity, among the Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Independent, and Anabaptiſt | 
Churches * | | 
Anſw. What Unity does he mean? If an Unity in the Eſſentials of Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Holineſs ; Let him name me one of thoſe, Churches that de- 
nies any Eſſential Article of the Chriſtian Religion, G. 
Or dees Mr. Ad. (i. e. Manby) mean by Catholick Unity, an Unity in 
: 9 uni verſal Head of the Church, as Pope or Council * This is no 
getter, Cc, 4 —_—— I hat 0 
And then follow the Words, Cited by Mr, I... 
Or does he mean an Unity in Human unneceſſary Canons, that ſhall 
725 all Churches to an-exact-Uniformizy in the External Modes of 
eugron, e e n ing ige zA 
So that what Mr. B— there expreſly ſpeaks to none. but can Nie- 


« 


jop of Dublin.) And what he ſpeaks concerning thoſe Human Canons that 
ey, ſuppos'd Obligatory to che Carbelick Church, Mr, Hr ſuppqſes to 
'of the Canms.of aus Nat iqug! ( Verchen nk ON 80 


— — — 


). Mg — 
be ſpoken 
Wl 


nt Papift, Mr. Fr— aſſerts him to ſpeak to Mr. King (now Arch-Bi- 


\ 


So that if Mr: Hur ever read and confider'd the Paſzge. he Quotes, T 

cannot excuſe him from the Guilt of down- right Falſhood and Prevaricati- 
on. For tis not poſſible to produce a more palpable Inſtance of it. If 
he never conſider d it at all (as I am in Charity inclin'd to believe, by 
his directing us to the Pages where it lies, in Mr. B—'s Letter, and where 
the Falfification appears to every Reader at firſt view) he ſhou'd beware of 
ſuffering his 1/-will and Prejudice to blind his Judgment ſo far, as to Ex- 
poſe himſelf, inſtead of Expoſing Mr. B to the juſt Cenſure of the Pub- 

ick. | 2 | 

If he ſtill Cenſure thoſe Expreſſions as apply'd to thoſe Human Canons 
that are ſuppos'd to be Obligatory to the Carholztk Church, he does in effect 

juſtify the Papal Supremacy, and defends that forreign Furiſdiction which the 
Nation is ſworn againſt. | | wh 

The Paſſage, Numb. 2. in the ſame Chap. is unfairly Cited without any 
mention of the particular ſuppoſed Caſe which it refers to; and if conſider'd 
* reference, the Expreſſions are an undeniable Inference from that 
Suppoſit ion. 
gain, Numb. 8. He makes it a Scurrilous and Abuſive Reflection in Mr. 

B, to call the 5th Canon a Rigid and Sour one, and never tells his Rea- 
der, That *tis a Canon that denounces all Excommunicate that affirm the 
Congregations of Proteſtant Diſſenters in this Kingdom to be true and lau- 
ful Churches ; as if it were Abuſive in us, to call that Canon Rigid and Sour, by 
which we are all. Unchurch'd. . 

Again, Numb. 8, 9. He ſuppoſes Mr. B— to ſpeak of the Ceremonjes of 
the EfabliſMd Church, what is manifeſtly ſpoken of thoſe of the Romiſh Church 
only. See Let. p. 11. and 13. 22 a | 8 

So Ch. III. Numb. 2, 3. He Cites, as Mr. B— s Scurrilous and Abuſive 
Reflections, what Mr. B— has borrowed from Biſhop Wilkins, and Cites 
His. Authority for. See Rem. p. 40. and p. 53, 54. And thoſe Paſſages them- 
ſelves do not refer to Publick Prayers, but to Private Nevotions. 

So Numb. 4. He applys to Baptiſm what is ſpoken of the Lords Supper. 
And Numb. 6. he mentions that as a Reflection upon their Worſhip in 

general, which is ſpoken only concerning that particular Practice of all 
the People's repeating the Prayers aloud after the Miniſter. 

Again, Ch. TV. Numb. 2. What is expreſly apply'd to the Caſe.of a 
Popiſh Convocation, and of a Council of Arrian Biſhops, Mr, Fr— with his 
uſual Sincerity Cites as ſpoken-of our Convocations. See Let. p. 53, 54- 
Again, Numb: 3. he Cites theſe as Mr. E— s Words: © If the Laws of 
© Chrift muſt determine who are Lawful Paſtors, then all Dioceſan Pre- 
* lates muſt be caſhier'd from the Number of Lawful Paſtors. Whereas 
Mr. B—'s Words are, If theſe be the Laws of Chriſt (as it were eaſie 
_ *©* to prove, if that were deny'd) then all Dioceſan Prelates muſt be ca- 
* ſhier'd from the Number of Lawful Paſtors, unleſs, they can prove 
their Office inſtituted by; Chriſt. Mr. F/. is therefore deſired to clear 
a bis Simcerity, in leaving out one half of Mr, Bs Sentence, and in taking 

Ye! | . 1 n 
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no notice of the: Occaſion of it, viz. The applying 'Bellar=.. _- 
mines Definition of the Catholick Church *, to the Excluſion + gw profacy 
of Proteſtant Niſſenters out of it; againſt which Mr. B— there 0 the Letter. 
argues, and only retorts the Argument on thoſe that uſe it 

to that uncharitable Purpoſe. 5 1 C 

Again, Numb. 4. What Mr. B— ſpeaks concerning ſuch Biſhops as Pope 
Victor, who Excommunicated the Affatick Churches for not keeping 
Eaſter on the ſame Day that he did; Mr. Fr— with his wonted Candour 
Cites as ſpoken of the Biſhops of the Efabliſh'd Church, to whom the Paſ- 
ſage has no Reference at all. 8 

Again, Ch. V. Numb. 3, 4. he reckons it among Mr. B—s Scurrilous 
and Abuſive Reflections, for him to ſay, That Dr. Stillingfleet (Biſhop of 
© Worceſter) durſt not own an Eccleſiaſtical Governing Head of the 
© Church of England, when this is evident Matter of Fact. For the Bi- 
ſhop was ſo wile as to foreſee, that if he aflign'd ſuch an Eccleſeaſtical Go- 
verning Head to the National Church, he muſt make their Canons Obliga- 
tory to all the Members of that Church in point of Gonſcience antece- 
dently to the Civil Sanction. And this might have. brought him into the 
Danger of a Premunire by ſuch Statutes as the 37 of Hen. VIII. c. 17. x 
Edu. VI. c. 2. and 1 Eliz. c. 1. And therefore he choſe rather to ſay, 
That a National Conſent was as ſufficient to make a National Church, as the 
Conſent of all Chriſtians to conſtitute the Catholick Church ; by which (as 
Mr. Humphreys in his Anſwer has demonſtrated) he gave up the Cauſe to 
Mr. Baxter; the Catholick Church being conſtituted a proper Society, as 
diſtin from a meer Community, by its Confent to the Government of Chris 
as the Univer(al Head of it. 

And this deſerves the more to be taken notice of, becauſe the late 
Patrons of the fr Divinum of Epiſcopacy aſcribe a Legiſlative Power to all 
Biſhops ; whereas our Laws ſuppoſe their Spiritual Furiſdiction to be de- 
riv'd from the Crowy, and allow no Canons of our Convecations to be Ob- 
ligatory at all, without the Civil Sanction. Nay, many of theſe Authors 
aſſert what they call (tho very Groundleſly) the Canons of the Cat bolicł 
Church to be Obligatory. to us, and thereby endeavour to ſet up that Fe- 
reign Furiſdiction \which | theſe Kingdoms are Sworn againſt. And tis 
ſuch Writers as theſe (and not Mr. B—) that oppoſe and ftrike at our 
Sw 
And to add no more, Mr. Fr— has the Confidence, Ch. V. Numb. 9. to 
number it among Mr. B— s Scurrilous Abuſive Reflections, that he applys the 
Words of Feſtus to St. Paul, to Mr. Dodwell, a noted Non-jurant, without 
ever taking notice of the Occaſion of it, viz. His not only Unchurching 
all the Reformed Churches, but even degrading all the Members of thoſe 
Churches, into Beaſts, by denying *em the Priviledge of Immortality. 
And he groundleſly brings in Mr. Dr— for a Share in the Reflection, to 
whom neither the Character of Vaſt Reading, nor that of Slender Fudg- 
ment, does belong. 


. \ 


(8) 
You may, Sir, by this brief Specimen, ſee with what Judgment and 
- THoneſty 9 made up this invidious Collection: Of which no 
Notice would have been taken, but that it may fall into the Hands of 
ſome that have neither Leiſure nor Inclination to be at the Pains of com- 
aring it with Mr. B—'s s (out of which he pretends to Tran- 
eribe it;) and who would hardly ſuſpect that a Man of Mr. Fr—s Cha- 
racter could be guilty of ſo groſs Prevarication, if ſuch plain and con- 
vincing Evidence of it were not laid before them. Sir, I heartily wiſh 
that a nearer Union of all Proteſtants in Affection and Intereſt, ma the 
Happy Reſult of our Publick Councils, purſuant to Her MAJESTY's 
Gracious Intentions, declar'd by Her Chief Governour in this Kingdom: 
And am with all Reſpet, * 


4 


I 8 Your moſt Faithful Humble Servant. 
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